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Statement of novelty
This paper looks into the level of freshman chemistry students’ chemistry calculations skills. There were several studies which focused on this area, however, to our knowledge, none analysed the students’ procedure in such depth, neither have they considered two types of instruction – numerical and in the form of a word problem. Not only do the results identify problematic types of calculations, they also shed more light on the reasons behind the students’ failure, thus showing secondary schools areas for improvement and university teachers a baseline to start with their courses which include chemistry calculations.
