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Statement of Novelty
‘Use of nickel (II)-diphosphine complexes in the dehydrogenation of a secondary alcohol in acceptorless conditions in not been explored before. This work is the first attempt in this direction. Here we have shown that the steric and electronic factors of the phosphine ligands play key role in the catalytic process, along with the nature of base and the reaction conditions. Gradual disintegration of the catalytic species and reversible hydrogenation process was found to affect the catalytic activity. We believe that results of this work are of great interest to the scientific community working in the related research areas.’ 
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