Dear Editorial Office,

I am enclosing here with a manuscript entitled “Acute toxicity of neonicotinoid insecticide thiamethoxam to non-target crayfish (Astacus leptodactylus Eschscholtz, 1823): Alterations in oxidative stress markers, ATPases and cholinesterase” by Miraç Uçkun, Ertan Yoloğlu, Aysel Alkan Uçkun and Özden Barım Öz that I would like you to consider for publication in the “Acta Chimica Slovenica”. 
In this study, the effects of thiamethoxam, which is widely used recently and whose toxic effects on non-target organisms are not fully understood, have been evaluated with various biochemical parameters on Astacus leptodactylus. Thiamethoxam is now one of the world's best selling insecticide. Due to its extensive use against insects in agricultural areas, this pesticide contaminates surface waters and threatens the life of organisms there. The toxic effect of thiamethoxam against some fish species has been studied, but there is no information in the literature about the effect on crayfish which are economically consumed, cultivated and exported in many countries and an important indicator invertebrate in the aquatic ecosystem. Since A. leptodactylus is a popular product that is consumed economically, the biochemical changes caused by pesticides that may occur in it also endanger the consumer health. In this study, we determined the LC50 value of thiamethoxam for A. leptodactylus for the first time. We performed residue analyzes in water of this LC50 dose and sub-doses of thiamethoxam available in surface waters and applied to crayfish for 96 hours and evaluated important toxicological biomarkers. From results of this study, it was concluded that thiamethoxam showed significant acute toxicity on A. leptodactylus and threatened this species in the concentrations applied.
I affirm that the manuscript has been prepared in accordance with Acta Chimica Slovenica instructions for authors. I have read the manuscript and I hereby affirm that the content of this manuscript or a major portion thereof has not been published in a refereed journal, and it is not being submitted for publication elsewhere. 
I look forward to hearing from you in near future.
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