Statement of novelty
We explored chemistry teachers’ use of pre-laboratory activities in teaching practice. Our findings reveal that there are two characteristics affecting their use with significant influence, namely teachers’ gender and teaching subjects. Because of the lack of relevant scientific research, this is significant and we have attempted to "fill in the gaps" by focusing on these issues in the context of Croatia.

There are numerous papers in scientific literature on the advantages of using pre-laboratory activities in teaching, but we have taken a different approach to explore this topic. Our work provides a direct insight into the educational realities in schools as a basis for further research, with the aim of implementing pre-laboratory activities in educational practice. 
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