Statement of novelty
Novel indium-modified Ni catalyst was found to be outstandingly efficient for selective reduction of carboxylic acids to alcohols. This study reveals that the presence of the Cu2In or Ni2In bimetallic phases is decisive. Simple novel preparation technique, solid-state co-reduction of mixed metal-oxides can be applied. The role of the supports is proven also quite significant. Comparing alumina, silica gel and fumed silica (having nearly the same specific surface area) drastically different catalytic properties can be observed. The highly mesoporous fumed silica was found to be advantageous of overriding to host the metal particles. 
