
Statement of novelty

This work show the effect of swelling on ASB of different solvents by using it as a pre-treatment stage prior to the chromic solution treatment. Previously, we reported the use of photocatalysis with TiO2 as a pretreatment stage for a chromium-free process. In the current case, we revisit the electroless process analyzing the surface conditioning before the metallization. We conclude that swelling is an alternative by using photocalysis but not by using chromium as surface treatment, which caused severely damaged surfaces. The pretreatment influences both final appearance and adhesion.
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