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Mengeš, January 14th, 2014.

Špela Jalen
Lek Pharmaceuticals d.d. (Sandoz Biopharmaceuticals)
Kolodvorska 27

SI-1234 Mengeš

Slovenia

Phone: +386 1 7297 927
Fax: +386 1 7217 257

Email : spela.jalen@sandoz.com

Dear Editor,
We would like to submit the enclosed manuscript “An universal assay for quantification of PEGylated proteins during in vitro permeability studies” for publication in the journal Acta Chimica Slovenica. 
The article is original and is currently not under consideration by any other journal or any other medium, including preprints, electronic journals and computer databases in the public domain. 
In this paper, a novel assay for quantification of PEGylated, or differently modified proteins is described. The basic principle of newly developed method is similar to classic sandwich ELISA with the distinction that there are no antibodies used neither for capture nor for detection. The uniqueness of our method is the utilization of Ni2+ in the capture step and affinity between streptavidin and biotin in the detection step. 

The usefulness of the newly developed quantification assay was successfully proven for detecting low amounts of five different protein conjugates in Caco-2 cell permeation studies. This could potentially be extended to numerous other proteins as the only prerequisite is that the protein has a histidine rich patch and is biotinylated.
We hope that our manuscript will be found suitable for publication in the Acta Chimica Slovenica and look forward to hearing from you.
Sincerely Yours, 

Špela Jalen
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