Statement of novelty

The current manuscript presents surprising evidence that additional hydroxylation of Th-fullerenehexamalonic acid (Th-FHMA) take place during the basic hydrolysis of ethyl ester of Th-symmetric FHMA, as indicated by UV/Vis and IR spectroscopy. The hydroxylation proceed at considerably milder conditions as those usually used in the synthesis of C60 fullerenols. Use of spectroscopic methods as a fast monitoring tool might be of help also in other investigations where additions on the C60 skeleton of molecules with distinct absorption spectra are possible.

