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Dear Professor Pavko,
Attached please find the electronic file of our manuscript entitled "Potentiometric Determination of Phytic Acid and Investigation of Phytate Interactions with Some Metal Ions”  by Gregor Marolt and Boris Pihlar, which we would like you to consider for publication in the Acta Chimica Slovenica  as the research article. This work we prepared for the special Issue of ACSi dedicated to the memory of Professor Jurij Brenčič. 

Inositol phosphates are known as a primary source of phosphorus in the environment and their interactions with metallic ions play an important role in transport and availability of these nutrients to plants, animals and humans. 

In this work a novel approach for fast, precise and reliable assay of phytic acid, based on the difference between end points by potentiometric titration, has been presented. Correct determination of phytate ligand is namely of vital importance for an accurate determination of protonation and complexation constants. It was shown that a relatively small errors in determination of total phytate amount generate large differences in protonation constants calculated using a computer simulation programs. By analysis of titration curves of phytic acid recorded in the absence and presence of Ca2+ and Fe3+ ions, different binding sites on phytate ligand were predicted.
  
The manuscript has not been previously published and is not under consideration by any other journal. Both the authors are aware of, and accept their due responsibility for this manuscript.
Your kind consideration and acceptance of this research for publication would be greatly appreciated. 
Sincerely Yours,

Prof. Boris Pihlar
